PREFACE. 

France, continually worrying each other, to no other End than tfrafc 
o a mutual increafe of burdens and taxes. 'I hat I might be af- 
fured 1 had not mifunderftood him, nor he me, I put the fubftance 
of our opinions into writing^ and fent it to him; fubjoming a re-, 
queft, that if I fhould fee aniong the people of England, any difpo- 
fition to cultivate a better underftanding between the two nations 
than had hitherto prevailed, how far I might be authorized to fay 
that the fame dilpoiition prev. ''led on the part of France? He an- 
fwered me by letter in the mod un referred manner, and that not for 
himfelf only, but for the Minifter, with whofe knowledge the letter 

was declared to be written. n . 

I put this letter into the hands of Mr. Burke almoft three years 
ago, and left it with him, where it ft ill remains ; hoping, and at the 
fame time naturally expending, from the opinion 1 had conceived 
of him, that he would find fome opportunity of mak.ng a good ute 
of it, for the purpofe. of removing thofe errors and prejudices, 
which two neighbouring nations, from the want of knowing each 
other, had entertained, to the injury of both. _ , . 

When the French Revolution broke out, it certainly afforded to 
Mr. Burke an opportunity of doing fome good, had he been difpofed 
to it* inftead of which, no fobner did he fee the old prejudices 
wearing away, than he immediately began lowing the feeds of a new 
inveteracy, as if he were afraid that England and h ranee would ceale 
to be enemies. That there are men in all countries who get their 
living by war, and by keeping up the quarrels of Nations, is as 
fnockiim as it is true ; but when thofe who are concerned in the go- 
vernment of a country, make it their ft udy to low difeord, and cul- 
tivate prejudices between Nations, it becomes the more unpar- 

d °Wfth*refpe& to a paragraph in this Work alluding to Mr. Burke’s 
havin'" a penfion, the report has been fome time m circulation, at 
leaft two months ; and as a perfon is often the kilt to hear what con- 
cerns him the molt to know, l have mentioned it, that Mr. Burke 
ma> have an opportunity of contradicting the rumour, n lie thinks 
proper. 

THOMAS PAINE. 


RIGHTS OF MAN, Be. Be. 


\ MONG the incivilities by which. nations or individuals pro- 
yoke and irritate each other, Mr. Burke’s pamphlet on the 
French Revolution is an extraordinary inftance. Neither the People 
of France, nor the National Affembly, were troubling themfelves 
about the affairs of England, or the Englifh Parliament ; and that 
Mr. Burke fhould commence an unprovoked attack upon them, both 
in parliament and in public, is a condudl that cannot be pardoned 
on the fcore of manners, nor juftified on that of policy. 

There is fcarcely an epithet of abufe to be found in the Englifh 
language, with which Mr. Burke has not loaded the French Nation 
and the National Affembly. Every thing which rancour, preju- 
dice, ignorance, or knowledge could fuggeft, are poured forth in 
the copious fury of near four hundred pages. In the drain and on 
the plan Mr. Burke was writing, he might have written on to as 
many thoufands. When the tongue or the pen is let loofe in a 
frenzy of paflion, it is the man, and not the fubjeft, that becomes 
exhaufted. 

Hitherto Mr. Burke has been miftaken and difappointed in the 
opinions he had formed of the affairs of France ; but fuch is the in- 
genuity of his hope, or the malignancy of his defpair, that it fur- 
nifties him with new pretences to go on. There was a time when 
it was impoffible to make Mr. Burke believe there would be any 
revolution in France. His opinion then was, that the French had 
neither fpirit to undertake it, nor fortitude to fupport it ; and now 
that there is one, he feeks an efcape, by condemning it. 

'Not fufficiently content with abufing the National Affembly, a 
great part of his work is taken up with abufing Dr. Price (one of 
the bell-hearted men that lives), and the two focieties in England 
known by the name of the Revolution Society, and the Society for 
Conftitutional Information. 

Dr. Price had preached a fermon on the 4th of November 1789* 
being the anniverfary of what is called in England the Revolution, 
which took place 1688. Mr. Burke, fpeaking of this fermon, fays, 
' The Political Divine proceeds dogmatically to affert, that, by 

* the principles of the Revolution, the people of England have 

* acquired three fundamental rights : 

* 1. To choofe our own governors. 

* 2. To cafhier them for mifcondudl. 

‘ 3. To frame a government for ourfelves. 

Dr. Price does not fay that the right to do thefe things exifts in 
this or in that perfon, or in this or in that defeription of perfons, 
but that it exifts in th z*swhole ; that it is a right refident in the na- 
il or, — Mr, Burke, on the contrary, denies that fuch a right exifts in 
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